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statement about ownership and other particulars about the
Newspaper YUGARASHMI Quarterly
[FORM IV See Rule 8]
1. Place of Publication J Mangalore
2. Period of its publication 3 Quarterly
3. Printer's name - Muhammed Yusuf
Whether citizen of India? : Yes
Address 2 10-23-1008/1, | Floor Ansari Road, Bunder,
Mangalore - 575 001
4. Publisher's name : Muhammad Yusuf
Whether citizen of India? : Yes
Address 5 10-23-1008/ | Floor Ansari Road, Bunder,
Mangalore - 575 001
5. Editor's name : Muhammad Yusuf
Whether citizen of India? - Yes
Address : 10-23-1008/, | Floor, Ansari Road, Bunder,
Mangalore - 575 001
6. Name and address of
individuals who own the
newspaper and partners
or shareholders holding Jamath Ahmadiyya
more than one percent of 10-23-1008/1, | Floor, Ansari Road, Bunder
the capital Mangalore - 575 001.
|, Muhammad Yusuf hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to the best of my knwoledge and belief.
Sd/-
Date: 1-3-1998 Muhammad Yusuf
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P. Balappaya, Pandit

SOLAR ECLIPSE SEEN IN LAHORE

The eclipse was perfectly observed at Lahore yesterday between 7-30 and 9-30 A.M. While it lasted the
sunlight was so much reduced as remind one of the pleasant sunshine only of an English summers day.

-The Civil and Military Gazette
Lahore- April 7, 1894.
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Quit A Rare Event:

It Occured in Qadian

SALEH MOHAMMED ALLADIN AND G. MOHAN BALLABH
Centre of Advanced Study in Astronomy, Osmania University, Hyderabad- 500 007

Abstract: Astronomy has its contact with
various branches of science on one hand and
religion on the other. The present paper has
been motivated by a prophecy found in Islamic
literature according to which lunar and solar

eclipses on particualr dates of Ramazan will serve -

as signs for a great Religious Reformer. It is
found that in a period of about 22 years, we
generally have two consecutive years in which
both lunar and solar eclipses occur in the month
of Ramazan over some part of the world or the
other. But the occurence of both the eclipeses
on the specified dates of Ramazan from a given
place is quite rare. -

The study of the frequency of eclipses
dates back to ancient times. The ancient
Bobylonians noted that eclipses occur in same
sequence after a period of about 18 years; known
as the Saros. The sequence of eclipses recurs
after 18 years and 10 and 1/3 days or 11 and 1/3
days depending upon the number of leap years
these contain. This period corresponds to nearly
243 lunations (a lunation is the interval between
one new moon to the next new moon) and
nearly 242 draconic months (a draconic month

is the time taken by the moon to go from one
- node to the same node again.) Resonance

betweeen these two periods produces the Saros
period, after which the moon and the sun return
very nearly to the same position. It also turns
out that this interval is nearly equal to 239
anomalistic months (an anomalistic month 15 the
interval between moon’s two sucessive crossing
of the perigee).

We appreciate the statement made by

professor Das Gupta in the Inaugural Session
that astronomy is a link between science and
spirituality. We have been motivated to study
“ the frequency of the eclipses in the month of
Ramazan by a well known prophecy found in
~Islamic literature according to which lunar and
solar eclipses on particular dates of Ramazan
‘would serve as signs of a great Religious
Reformer. Darqutani, an eminent authority on
Hadees, i.e. Sayings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (may peace and blessings of God
be on him), who lived from 918 to 995 of the
Christian Era (C.E.) had recorded that the Holy -
Prophet (peace and blessings of God be on him)
said: :

"For our Mahdi (Spiritual Reformer) there
are two signs which have never appeared before
since the creation of the heavens and the earth,
namely the moon will be eclipsed in the first |
night in Ramazan (i.e. on the first of the nights

~on which lunar eclipses can occur) and the sun
will be eclipsed on the middle day of Ramazan
(i.e. on the middle one of the days on which
solar eclipse can occur); and these signs have
not appeared since the creation of the heavens
and the earth."

Thereare prophecies in other religions also
that eclipses will serve as signs fora great spiritual
reformer.*!

A lunar eclipse occurs at full moon and a
solar at new moon. The month of the Islamic
Calendar begins with the sighting of the lunar
crescent and from the new moon as given in
astronomical almanacs. Hence the dates of the
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Islamic Calendar may differ from place to place.
If the Hijri Calendar is used, the dates on which

a lunar eclipse can occur are 13, 14 and 15; and
the dates on which a solar eclipse can occur are -

27, 28 and 292,*% The prophecy thus requires
that the lunar eclipse should occur on the 13th
Ramazan and the solar eclipse on the 28th
Ramazan.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Holy
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
(peace be on him) claimed to be the Promised
Divine Reformer in the year 1891 in Qadian,
Punjab, on the basis of Divine Revelations
which he received. The prophesied eclipses
occured in 1894 and he declared on ocath that
the lunar and solar eclipses were Divine Signs
for him. The lunar and solar eclipses buth
occured in the month of Ramazan on the
specified dates at Qadian in 1894 (1311 Hijri).

It should be noted that the prophecy does
not say thar lunar and solar eclipses never
occurred on the specified dates of Ramazan in
the past, butit does clearly say that such eclipses
never occurred earlier as Signs. Nevertheless it
is of interest to stcudy how rare 1s the occurrence
of the lunar and solar eclipses on the specified
dates.

We have investigated the following questions:

(i) How often do lunar and solar eclipses both
occur in Ramazan?

(11) How ofteen do these eclipses occur on the
specified dates of Ramazan at Qadian (759 23’E,
31°49°'N)y?

We have studied the eclipses of the two
centuries 1800-2000. We used Prof. T.R. Von
Oppolzer's Canon of Eclipses*3 to obtain the
lunar and solar eclipses that occurred in
Ramazan. The moon Tracker and the Sun
Tracker Software of Zephyr Services** were
used to obrain maps indicating the regions from
which eclipses could be seen. The times of the

new moon preceding Ramazan were taken from

the U.S. Naval Observatory Circulars.*® These -
were used to estimate the dates of Rarnazan at
eclipses at Qadian.

Our results are given in Table 1. It may be
noted from the Table that in a period of about
22 years, we generally have two consecutive
years in which both lunar and solar eclipses occur
in the month of Ramazan over some part of the
earth or the other. In the two centuries 1800-
2000 C.E., both lunar and solar eclipses occured
in the month of Ramazan 17 times. Out of thesc,
9 times neither the lunar eclipse nor the solar
eclipse was visible from Qadian, 6 times the
lunar eclipse was visible but the solar eclipse was
not visible. Once the solar eclipse was visible
but the lunar eclipse was not visible. Only in
the vear 1894, both the eclipses were visible from
Qadian and these also occured at Qadian on the
prophesied dates.

QOur study thus shows that althc;ugh
eclipses are phenomena that occur frequently,
the occurrence of lunar and solar eclipses on the
specified dates of the Islamic Calendar at a
specified place on the Earth is quite a rare event.
The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of God
be on him) made such a marvellous prophecy
which was exactly fulfilled in our age.

References:

*1. Saleh Mohammed Alladin, The Review of
Religions (London) Vol. 86, No. 11,
November 1989, pp. 3-24)

*2. Saleh Mohammed Alladin and G. Mohan
Ballabh, Mahavisva (Calcutta) Vol. 2, No.
1, 1989, pp. 8-11.

*3, T.R. Von Oppclzer, Canon of Eclipses,
Dover Publications, New York, 1962. .

*4. The Moon ‘[racker and the Sun Tracker

Software of Zephyr Services, 1900 Murray
Ave, Dept. A, Pittsburgh, Pa 15217, U.S.A.

*5. U.S. Naval Observatory Circulars No. 112
(dated April 8, 1966) and No. 119 (dated
February 23, 1968).

Paper Presented on the National Symposium on Panchang in Feb. 1992 at Calcutta. -
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Pairs of Eciipsos Occuring in the Month of Ran;

FREQUENCY OF ECLIPSES ,
IN THE MONTH OF RAMAZAN

TABLE 1

1azan During 1800-2000 C.E.

BESC-FRue 1988

S. Eciipse Date & Type Date & time (IST) Date of Whether Hijri Date of
No. of New Mocn First Ramazan visible Eclipse if
Preceding at Qadian From Visible
Ramazan Month after sunset  Qadian
1. 1807 Nov 5L P 1807 Oct. 31 05: 06 No
, Nov 29 S T No
2. 1808 Nov 0B LT 1808 Cet 19 22:11 No
Nov i8S P No
3. 1829 Mar 20 L P 1829 Mar 05 18:17 Mar 05 Yes 1244, 15R
Apr 24§ T : No
4, 1830 Mar ¢ L T 1830 Feb 23 10:19 Feb 24 Yes 1245, 14 R
Mar 24 § F - No
5. 1851 Jui 3L P 1851 Jan 29 1154 No
Jul 28 S T Ne
6. 1872 Nov 5L P 1872 Nov 01 10 :57 No
_ Nov 30 S P No
7. 1873 Nov 04 L T 1873 0ct 21 16:25 ' Oct 22 Yes 1290, 14 R
Nov 20 S P No
8. 1894 Mar 21 L P © 1894 Mar 07 19:47 Mar 09 Yes 1311, 13 R
Apr 0 S T Yes 1311, 28 R
g. 1895 Mar HLET 1895 Feb 24 22:12 No
Mar 26 S P ‘ No
10. 1916 Jul 14 L P 1916 Jun 30 16:1%3 No
Jul 3 S A No
1. 1917 Jul 05 L T 1917 Jun 19 18:31 Jun 21 Yes 1335, 14 R
Jul 19 S P No
12. 1937 Nov 18 L P 1937 Nov 03 09 : 45 No
: Dec. 02 S A ~ No
13. 1938 Nov 07 L T 1938 Cct 23 14:11 Oct 24 Yas 1357, 15R
Nov 2 S P No :
14, 1959 ° Mar 2 L P 1959 Mar 09 16: 21 Mar 10 Yes 1378, 15 R
Apr 08 S No
15. 1960 Mar BLT 1960 Feb 26 11: 44 No
- Mar 27 S P No
16. 1981 Jul 17 L P 1981 Jul 02 00:33 Jul 03 No
Jul M ST Yes 1401, 28 R
17. 1982 Jul 06 L T 1982 Jun 21 17:22 No !
Jul 28 P No
Abbreviations : L= Lunar; S=Solar; T = Total; P= Partial; A=Annular; R=Ramazan
c:.:mdab
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THE FIRST ISLAMIC SATELLITE CHANNEL.

BROADCASTING ROUND THE CLOCK

AUDIO FREQUENCY
URDU : 6.50
ENGLISH 7.02
ARABIC : 7.20
BENGALI 7.38
FRENCH : 7.56
DUTCH : 7.74
TURKISH 8.10

SATELLITE © INTELSAT 703 IS-703 AT 57* E
DECODER . C Band

POSITION . 57" East

POLARITY : Left Hand Circular

DISH SIZE : Max8.Ft.

VIDEO FREQUENCY : 4177.5 Mhz
AUDIO FREQUENCY : 6.50Mhz

E Mail : mta @ bitinternet.com

INTERNET CODE : http:/www.alislam.org/mta

MTA International, P.O. Box 12926, London SW 18 4ZN
N\l Tel : 44-181 870 0922 Fax : 44-181 875 0249
Internet Code: http://www.alislam.org/mta
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